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were Dr. Erich Klausener, a Privy Councillor and the
leader of the Catholic Action, and also Dr. Edgar Jung and
Dr. Werner Schotte the authors and publicists, all of whom
have repeatedly been mentioned. Then there was Papen's
press chief, Herr von Bohse, who came from the Catholic
Action, and Herr von Detten, his confidential secretary.
All these men hoped that their influence would succeed in
winning von Papen for the drive in favour of Catholic
Action, and possibly even in setting up with his help a new
power in Germany.
Hitler in Difficulties
Goering was playing the strong man and thrusting all
opposition to the wall; Dr. Goebbels was already Minister
of Propaganda, and was spraying his poison over the whole
of Germany; but despite this the position of Hitler and the
National Socialist Party was far from being established.
In spite of the effective campaign against unemployment
the economic difficulties of the Hitler Government had
increased enormously within the year. There was as little
question of a cure of the state-economy as there was of an
improvement in economic relations abroad. Much more
dangerous, however, was the fact that Hitler had lost the
actual leadership of the Party, for on the one hand Captain
Rohm was aiming at a new revolution with his S.A., and on
the other the Strasser wing was demanding a union with the
working classes. A number of Unterfiihrer (sub-leaders)
refused obedience to Hitler. There were daily reports of
violence which sensibly shook Hitler's position as Party
Leader. In addition to this, part of the Reichswehr was
openly opposed to Hitler, and all of it to the S.A. and their
excesses. The petty jealousies among the leaders led to most
grotesque surprises; and strained relations with the Church
increased the difficulties considerably;
All that National Socialism had to register in the way of
positive successes as a result of its first 18 months of domina-
tion was the suppression with violence of the provinces and
the parties, and an improvement in the labour market, due